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The seizure of Chinese territory by France,
Germany, Russia and Britain in 1897, the con-
tinual use by these States of the threat of force in
order to extort economic concessions, the cynical
exaction of the huge indemnity in 1901, had not
escaped the attention of Japan* Japanese states-
men unanimously were of opinion that European
imperialism had only begun its task of exploiting
and robbing China, and that, if Japan was not to be
left out in the cold, she would have immediately to
assert her claim to a share in the victim. At the
moment the imperialist Power most dangerous to
Japanese interests in the Far East appeared to be
Russia who by the seizure of Port Arthur and the
Liaotung peninsula in 1897, and her penetration
and exploitation of Manchuria, had approached
very near the door of Japan and already threatened
to cut her off from the nearest markets on the
mainland* The aggressive imperialism of Europe
helped to throw the whole power in Japan into the
hands of militarist imperialists and these states-
men-soldiers laid their plans welL Having pro-
tected their flank by the alliance with Britain, they
suddenly called a halt to the Russian designs, and,
when their demands were refused, they fought and
beat the Russian Empire* By the Treaty of